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suckling pigs are immune while they are sucking a mother that has been previously immunized by the double treatment. This requires further explanation, because the mother must have been double-treated before she was bred if she is to be expected to confer any immunity to her offspring. Some owners of hogs have complained that suckling pigs died of cholera, but fail to state that the sows were double-treated while they were pregnant and often very near farrowing time. The double treatment of sows that are near-ing farrowing is always fraught with danger, because they may give off infection in their milk and thus cause the little pigs to become infected soon after they are born. The only safe way to prevent this sort of infection is to make sure that all the brood sows are double-treated a month or two before they are bred. This will enable them to develop their own immunity and thus be able to transmit some to their young. This immunity lasts only while the animals are suckling.
If cholera is in progress at the time the sow farrows her litter, the young pigs must be treated with serum alone at once. This will protect them until they are weaned, at which time they may be double-treated.
When there is no immediate danger of infection, small pigs may be double-treated regardless of age. The small pigs must, however, receive a full dose of serum and virus and if the operation is conducted properly few of the treated pigs will thereafter contract cholera. Such pigs should be healthy and free from disease when they are treated. When the small pigs are not in good condition, it will be safer to administer the serum-alone treatment and repeat with serum and virus a month or six weeks later.
While very small pigs may be double-treated if in good health, it is better to withhold treatment until about a week before they are to be weaned. They may be handled easier, the cost will be slight, and the owner is assured of ample protection early in the lives of the pigs. Thirty cubic centimeters of serum are best for pigs up to 60 pounds in weight.